
 

November 18, 2019 

Letter-to-the-Editor:  ‘The time is right for a pocket park not a parking lot’ 

Let’s face it, much of our town’s Route 202 streetscape continues to be well, regrettably, unappealing.  

Large, glowing commercial monoliths, colored to shout their brand and not our town’s rich and diverse 
history and cultures, now compete for our eyes and wallets, and hardly support our health and 
collective well-being. 

Despite good strides and effort made recently by many to buy-up tracts of welcome open space, 
preserving and protecting them for the public to enjoy, the undercurrent to continue commercial 
development in B’ville continues to bubble.  

After reading last week’s article in The Bernardsville News on ideas for re-development of the defunct 
Audi dealership on Route 202 I was dismayed.  Of all of the ideas mentioned, not one touched on the 
unique opportunity to remediate the property and create a pocket park, at one time an early 
consideration. 

This central and therefore high visibility location provides the perfect chance to stem the tide. 

Imagine how the strain of a once relatively easy act of driving along Bernardsville’s section of Route 202 
could be eased if we could walk or drive-by a peaceful sliver of greenspace, Audi park.   Now, instead, 
we duel one another in on-coming cars--or at risk on foot or bike--exiting Bernardsville Centre 
attempting to maneuver to park virtually anywhere, safely.   

This Thursday evening, 11/21 at 7:30pm, let your opinion be known at the Bernardsville Planning Board 
meeting.  The Audi dealer property re-development issue will be open for public input. 

With the addition of a pocket park at the Audi property, what a great way to re-engineer the fateful    
Joni Mitchell song “Big Yellow Taxi” that contains the memorable lines:  “Don't it always seem to go 
That you don't know what you've got ‘til it’s gone.  They paved paradise and put up a parking lot.” 

If we can make it happen, we will all breathe a little easier, stay a little calmer and cooler, and rest a 
little more comfortably if we take a stand to create an attractive, functional, tree and plant-rich, bench-
lined green space in the heart of our town.  Our friends—our neighbors and commercial customers will 
thank us. 

The time is right for a pocket park not a parking lot.  No more concrete, asphalt, steel and glass. 

Dave DePodwin 

Old Colony Road, Bernardsville 

Note: The author is the President of Active Citizens for Responsible Sustainability, Inc., (ACRES), a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 


